THE VISVA-BHARATI QUARTERLY
and India lives in the villages, to manufacture whatever they
could for themselves without looking for any outside help,
with the resources locally available to them?
As symbolic of all such industries which may be carried
on by the people through their own effort, Gandhiji fixed
on hand-spinning which was well-nigh universal in our
country till the arrival of the British in our midst* It is
an industry which requires little or no capital, very in-
expensive tools, and hardly any training to acquire the
necessary skill The raw material for it, vfo. cotton, is
locally available, and can be grown by the villager himself.
If to-day the villager goes about half-clad, it is because he
is too poor to buy cloth. To him Gandhiji says, 'Spin during
your idle moments and produce cloth for your own require-
ments'. Of course if he can occupy himself more profitably
doing something else, well and good. If not, he should at
least spin. The remarkable suitability of this industry for
universal adoption is that it is within the means and ability
of young and old, and men and women; the raw material
needed for it is to be found throughout the country, and,it
meets a universal need, so that there is no trouble about
marketing the finished product.
If Gandhiji himself took to hand-spinning and appealed
to the rich and the educated also to spin, it is not for the
material compensation it will bring, but because one could
not very well tell others to spin when one did not oneself
show the way by practising what one preached Besides,
Gandhiji believed in the dignity and the necessity of
manual labour for all; moreover, handspinning, he held,
provided a means whereby a bond could be established
between the rich and the poor, the high and the low.
But spinning was only symbolic. It meant that every-
where people should take up whatever industry was within
their reach, and produce wealth instead of looking helplessly
to others for aid.
Besides this economic objective, Gandhiji had undoubted-
ly a political motive behind his movement for hand-spin-
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